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Chapter 1 Details
A. Native American Societies

· The First Americans -The first inhabitants in North America are believed to be migrants from Asia that crossed the Bering Strait (approx. 9-15 years ago). More movements of migrants came. Most were hunter-gatherers, near Mexico in approx. 3000 B.C., Native Americans began to farm. This provided the economic foundation for the future inhabitants of North America.
· Mesoamerica - Present day Mexico & Guatemala. When the Europeans arrived there were about 40 million Native Americans in Mesoamerica. Some Native Americans lived in hunter-gatherer groups or agricultural communities governed by ‘kin-ties’. Most however were ruled by warrior-kings and priests. The art, society, economy, and religion were as complex as the European and Mediterranean’s.
· Lineage-based society - Indians north of the Rio Grande often lived in self-governing tribes of clans. The people of these tribes and clans were families of groups that could trace their ancestry to a well known hero or legendary common ancestor. They were less complex and coercive than that of the Natives south of the Rio Grande.
· Pueblo culture - The southwestern people lived in multi-room store structures called pueblos. The Hohokans, Mogollons, and Anasazis all lived in pueblos. The Hohokans used irrigation to crow two crops a year and fashioned red on buff designs on their pottery. The Mogollon people were known for their black-on-white pottery while the Anasazis had become master architects.
· Mississippian Culture - The Mississippian culture was the last large-scale culture north of the Rio Grande. They used the farming technology of Mesoamerica. There is a possibility of some contact coming between those of the Mississippian culture and someone from Mesoamerica. The Mississippians produced and agricultural surplus which allowed urbanization to occur as well as a unique and robust culture. Peasants supported an elite class of nobles and priests. Eventually their population overburdened their environment and they eventually died down.
· The Mayas & the Aztecs - The Mayas and the Aztecs built large urban centers. They developed complex systems of water irrigation and storage. Mayan society was ruled by and elite class that claimed relation to the sun g-d the elite lived off of the goods and tax collected from peasant families. The Mayans also created a calendar that was quite accurate. Starting at approx. 800, their culture began to decline. Only a few cities remained which would fight and resist the Spanish invaders.
The Aztecs lived on what is present day Mexico; they had managed to master complex techniques of irrigation and developed a written language. The Aztecs were violent and constantly used large number citizens for various sacrifices. The Art of the Aztecs includes obsidian objects. 
· Clans - Clans were groups of commoners (Aztec) who farmed communal land. There were over 20 clans ruled by priests and warrior nobles. Vast amounts of non-Aztec slaves and serfs were used on the noble’s estates.

· Hopewell Culture - The Hopewell culture was materialistic. The Hopewell people increased their food supply by domesticating plants, trade, and the widespread popularity of living in large villages. The elaborate trading network collapsed for unknown and unforeseen reasons around 400

· Chaco Canyon - Chaco Canyon was a pueblo that housed 1,000 people and had 400 straight roads throughout it. It was built by the Anasazi Indians. Pueblo culture gradually collapsed after 1150 due to soil exhaustion and droughts.

· Matrilineal System - The Matrilineal system was developed among many eastern Indians. The women would work the fields while the fathers stood outside the main lines of descent and authority.
B. Europe Encounters Africa & the Americas (1450-1550)

· Seasonal Cycle and Peasants’ Lot - Most Europeans were peasants whom owned land or leased homes in a village center and farmed open fields. The life of the peasants followed the seasons. Even birth and death rates rose and fell consistently with the seasonal cycle. Constant labor was necessary for survival. Rape disease, murder, assault, and crime were woven into the daily life.

· Parlements (hierarchy, authority) - Authority has traditionally come from above. In Europe the kings and princes owned large amounts of land, but local nobles whom controlled large amounts of peasants challenged the authority of the kings and princes. In France they established ‘Parlements’ and in England it was the English House of Lords. The nobles included within there help a large influence in their respective governments.

· Dower - Women in Europe surrendered all legal right to her property to her husband. When she became a widow she was given a dower, generally the right to use 1/3 for the respective family’s land and goods.

· Role of the Catholic Church - The Catholic Church was the institution that united all of the classes in Western Europe. The Roman Catholic Church (RCC) represented a figure of authority and discipline. Every village had their own respective church.

· Pagans - Prior to the Christianization of Western Europe, most of the population was pagan and animists (similar to the Indians North of the Rio Grande). They believed unpredictable spiritual forces governed the universe. During the Christianization of Europe, the RCC used pagan festivals as holidays and used prayer to substitute for ritual sacrifice to save the population for famine and plague.
· Heresies – Heresies were doctrines or teachings that were not consistent or did not conform to the RCC’s teachings. When Islam came into popularity and spread by force, the Christian armies fought and indulged in a series of crusades to stop Islam and support Christians everywhere. Religious intolerance spread over to Jews as well, causing them to be persecuted and expelled from various European countries.

· Monotheism – Monotheism describes a religion that believes there is only one g-d. The three major monotheistic religions are: Judaism, Islam, and Christianity. The Christian and Islamic peoples combated the other monotheistic religions for their own benefit.

· Role of the Renaissance – The Renaissance was an effect of Arab influence on European culture. It was a rebirth of classical architecture, art, and philosophy. The Renaissance mostly affected the upper classes. A new class also emerged in Europe’s rigid class structure, powerful merchants, bankers and textile manufacturers gained great profits thus creating a new class.

· Republics – Republics consisted of the monetary elite that ruled the city-states without a prince or king. The Republics celebrated civic humanism.

· Civic Humanism – Civic humanism was the ideology that endorsed the celebration of public virtue. Humanism in the Renaissance was the study of human nature through the Greek and Roman classics. It eventually was very influential in affecting the European and American governments.

· Ideology – Ideology is a political or religious theory that approved a set of values and beliefs.

· Guilds – Builds were artisan organizations. They were supported and patronized by monarchs. The agreement between the two pushed Europe into an age of overseas expansion

· Prince Henry (1394-1460) – Prince Henry was the prince of Portugal. Under his reign, Portugal was thrust into a frenzy of commercial expansion. After learning of the Arab merchant’s rich trade in gold and merchants in the Sahara Desert. Henry oversaw the production of more precise maps and the development of the caravel. By 1435 they began to trade salt, wine & fish for African ivory & gold. By the 1440’s humans began to be traded as well.
· West African Lifestyles – West Africans lived in extended families. The men cleared land while women planted and harvested. The West Africans lived in semi-segregated ethnic groups which spoke a total of 4 different dialects. The culture was very similar & comparable to the Mayas and Aztecs. There were a variety of settlements organized in city-states and producing goods, or in stateless societies (comparable to eastern woodland Indians). The West Africans also had secret societies and used public humiliation to enforce codes of conduct and morality.

· Positive influences of West African Life – The Early European traders had a positive impact on West Africa during their business there. New plants and animals were introduced into Africa. The trade network also expanded along the African coast.

· Slavery in Africa – Slavery was introduced to the Portuguese by African states and Arab merchants. Most slaves worked as agricultural laborers of domestic servants. Many times African slaves were sold by their kin in exchange for food and supplies. African slaves were often treated as property and mistreated. The Portuguese and English sold and bought slaves to work on plantations that grew cash crops.

· Reconquista – Ferdinand and Isabella completed the Reconquista. They captured Granada in 1492 and launched a brutal Inquisition against thousands of Jews and Muslims. Even the marriage of Ferdinand and Isabella combined their Christian territories of Aragorn and Spain.

· Columbian Exchange – The Columbian Exchange was the ecological impact on Europe and Africa that trade and colonization had brought. The food of the Western hemisphere was circulated to people of other continents and areas. Many other things were circulated such as disease, new plants and animals, agricultural techniques and ideas.

C. Protestant Reformation and the Rise of England

· Indulgences – The RCC sold indulgences to bring in income. Indulgences were said to pardon sinners from punishment in the afterlife. It was the selling of indulgences that sparked Martin Luther to write his 95 theses beginning the Protestant Revolution.
· Doctrine of Predestination – The doctrine of predestination was written by John Calvin. It preached that G-d had already chosen who would be condemned to eternal damnation or salvation. The believers of this doctrine were called Calvinists.
· Martin Luther and His Views on Salvation – Martin Luther believed that salvations could be achieved through faith alone. Luther did not believe in salvation being achieved through good works as the Catholic Church preached or predestination like Calvin. Luther believed that it is encouraged to do good works but they did not achieve salvation. Faith in G-d alone was the only thing that could bring salvation.
· John Calvin and John Knox – John Calvin’s Geneva inspired reformers. John Knox developed the compromise made by Queen Elizabeth I.
· Presbyterian Form of Government – In Scotland, ‘presbyrs’ (lay elders) were elected to meet in councils to determine the Church doctrine of the Presbyterian Church. It was the official religion of Scotland and a form of Protestantism.
· Puritan Beliefs – Puritans were devout Calvinists whom wished to ‘purify’ the Church of England. They did not believe it pure enough as King Henry the VII founded the Church so he could divorce one of his many wives. Puritans encouraged literacy and bible study. The Puritans also wanted authority of any spiritual or financial matters to rest in a council. The Puritans were very strict and had harsh punishments.
· King Philip of Spain – King Philip was the Catholic King of Spain in the late 16th century. He tried to root out Islam in North Africa and Protestantism in the Netherlands and England. His famous defeat was in 1588 when Philip sends the Spanish Armada to the English Channel where they were defeated. Philip spent the gold that he obtained from the Americas on countless religious wars. Is foreign policy weakened the economy and caused the migration out of Spain to rise.
· Elizabeth I of England – Elizabeth was a protestant. She helped England to emerge as a major European Power. England developed its own textile industry with the help of the Low Lands (the Netherlands) which became a booming industry across Europe. The government helped the textile entrepreneurs and merchants. The state-assisted manufacturing system was used in England as well as other European countries were called mercantilism.
· Mercantilism – Mercantilism was a state assisted manufacturing and trade system. It’s main goal was to have more exports than imports so the country could prosper economically and become self sufficient. It also focused on getting more raw materials as well as gold and silver into the country so the region could export the finished goods. Elizabeth I as well as other monarchs used this system to get gold and silver to “flow into the country”.
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