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Chapter 3 Details
A. The Politics of Empire 1660-1713

· Restoration Colonies – Goals, Dreams, Reality - A series of new settlements that Charles II established soon after he ascended to the English throne. He granted eight nobles with Carolina, a large grant to the Duke of York. The new colonies were proprietorships. The nobles hoped there would be a monarchial system where few elite nobles ruled over several serfs. The settlers had different points of view. Angry because of taxes the settlers rebelled crashing the dreams of monarchial system in Carolina. 
· William Penn - Born into wealth, Penn abandoned his duties and joined the Society of Friends. He was granted Pennsylvania. Penn ensured religious freedom, political equality, and pacifism in the colony. Pennsylvania. It was the most open and democratic of the colonies. There were several ethnic groups that migrated there. 

· Quakers – Goals, Dreams, Reality - Quakers followed the teachings of George Fox and Margaret Fell. They whished to restore Christianity to those most simple and spiritual form. They believed everyone was imbued with an inner light of understanding. The Quakers refused to serve in the military or pay taxes, for the upkeep of the Anglican Church. When Pennsylvania was established, the Quakers quickly migrated there to escape religious persecution. 

· Mercantilism - According to theory, the colonies would produce goods that would be shipped to England to increase England’s overall wealth of the Kingdom. The Navigation acts of 1651 attempted to exclude the Dutch England’s largest competitor, from trade with the colonies. Several acts were passed but many were ignored. The English enforced their mercantilist policies with force. Many of the colonies were adamant about not complying with the English mercantilist policies. The Charter of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 

· Dominion of New England - James II was a strict and unyielding ruler. He revoked the charter for Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Island and Plymouth. He combined all of these colonies into a royal province called the Dominion of New England. James oppressed the colonies and disbanded all legislative assemblies angering villagers and offending Puritan Congregationalists.

· Glorious Revolution (in North America) - The ousting of James II in England had several affects on North America. Governor Andros was taken out of office and shipped back to England. A new royal colony was established that empowered the king. Voting was allowed for all property owning men instead of Puritan church officials. In Maryland, the uprising was both economic and religious. Taxes angered then so the governor was ousted by force. 

· Leisler’s Rebellion - Leisler was a German Soldier. When he heard of the ousting of James II helped a rebellion against governor when Leisler imprisoned 40 political opponents and imposed new taxes, he was hung and decapitated. 
· Conflicts in Florida and Carolinas - During the War of Spanish Succession, the English attacked a Spanish controlled Florida. They gained the alliance of the Creeks. The Creeks attacked the surrounding Indian tribes to try and gain dominance. The Creeks eventually died because they revolted against their English allies when trade debts were brought into play. 

· Treat of Utrecht - The treat of Utrecht solidified Britain’s dominance in trade and in North America. The English gained vast amounts of land from the French Spaniards in North America. 

· Fee Simple - Private ownership of real-estate in which the owners control the property and legally can use sell of transfer the property at will. Slaves were seen as only property.
· John Coode’s Rebellion
· Culpepper’s Rebellion
B. The Imperial Slave Economy

· The Atlantic Slave Trade - The Atlantic Slave Trade was a slave trade system which manufactured and cultivated sugar, tobacco, rice and other subtropical products for popular demand. Slaves came into widespread popular use after these cash crops obtained a demand. Slaves were needed to cultivate the crops. 

· Middle Passage - The Middle Passage was the perilous journey to the Americas. Conditions for the slaves were horrible. Unsanitary and cramped conditions caused many slaves to die of disease. The lack of food and water also killed many. For the survivors life only got worse on the plantations. 

· Tobacco Revolution - The tobacco revolution was a new plantation regime developed by planters in Maryland and Virginia. They bought slaves and had them plant tobacco. It was much less demanding than raising sugar cane. The slaves were treated much better because of the lack of demand in the tobacco crops. It was also less crowded. 

· Stono Rebellion - The governor of Florida sparked a rebellion. At least 69 slaves escaped and rose up to kill several whites by the Stono River when hostility between the English and Spanish paramounted to war. 
· Southern Gentry - The southern gentry resorted to brute strength and brutality to exploit the slaves for their labor. To prevent a repeat of Bacon’s Rebellion, the poll tax on tobacco declined gentry.

· Northern Maritime Economy - The economy was boosted by the South Atlantic System. Several colonial states exported many goods to the sugar producing Caribbean. A large influx of money spread through out the world. Merchants cancelled the port cities. 

C. The Politics of the Empire 1713-1750

· Salutary Neglect - Salutary neglect was a by-product of a system used by Sir Robert Walpole. George I and George II allowed American self-government. They relaxed their control of internal colonial affairs and concentrated on trade and defense. Colonial legislatures argued that they had abused their patronage powers and reinforced the legislative assemblies, setting the foundation for the future independence movement.
· English Whigs - The English Whigs limited the power of the crown officials. Sir Robert Walpole, the Whig leader of the House of Commons, did so by utilizing a political system which weakened the empire of England. The English Whigs refused to give a salary to the governors and controlled politics through the masses.

· Sir Robert Walpole - Sir Robert Walpole was the Whig leader of the House of Commons and one of the king’s ministers. Walpole utilized the system of salutary neglect. Walpole’s political system had two effects: he attempted to protect the British commercial interests and accidentally laid the foundation for America’s independence. Walpole yielded to parliamentary pressure in 1739 and declared war on Spain. Walpole also asserted military control over Georgia.

· Tory - The Tories were a political party that did not wish to have a limited royal power. It represented the country gentry primarily. The Tories favored the restriction of non-Anglicans and believed in uniformity in religion. 
· Radical Whigs - Radical Whigs protested against Walpole on the ground that he betrayed the Glorious Revolution. They were against a strong court. 

· War of Jenkins Ear - Spanish merchants were already angry about British merchants illegally selling slaves, cut the ear off a British merchant, Robert Jenkins. Walpole declared ware on Spain, but was unsuccessful. The conflict joined the general European conflict of the War of Austrian Succession. 

· Navigation Acts (1699-1750) - The Navigation Acts were passed to ensure Britain’s monopoly over trade with the colonies. Additional acts were passed to prohibit American mode textiles from being sold to any other country. Soon in 1750, iron products were banned as well. The loophole of the Acts was that the colonies could have ships. The American merchants took advantage of this.

· Molasses Act of 1733 - American rum distillers started to buy molasses from the French, whom were selling it at a much cheaper price than the English. The Molasses Act was passed by Parliament allowed fish and farm products to get exported but placed a high tariff on molasses. When Parliament ignored petitions to get it repealed, molasses began to get smuggled in the Americans.
· Land Banks - Because of the lack of adequate currency in the colonies to buy and sell things amongst themselves, land banks were established. Land banks lent paper money to farmers who used their land as collateral. This stimulated trade in the colonies. In 1751, Parliament passed the Currency Act which banned the use of paper money to pay private debts.
Chapter 3 Writing Assignments
1. The role of the colonies in the British mercantilist system was that of a supplier. The colonies in North America provided goods to the English, who in turn either processed the goods or sold them to their European neighbors. Having control of the colonies meant more goods and money coming into the country. The colonies were England’s main source of income.

2. The Glorious Revolution sparked insurrection from mostly the lower classes. Because of the ousting of James II, the lower classes and property owning classes ousted the royal governors. Religious and Ethnic groups also joined in to attempt to further their institutions.

3. The Native Americans tried to turn European rivalries to their own benefit on several occasions. During the War of Spanish Succession, the Creeks allied with the English. However following the end of the war, the Creeks kept the weapons that were supplied to them and revolted against their allies but were overwhelmed. Indians such as the Creeks used their alliances to try and gain dominance over other tribes in the region as well. For example, the Iroquois used weapons that they had obtained from the French fur traders, to take over the surrounding lands with much more ease. At first it seemed that some of the tribes were successful, but eventually one way or another they were defeated and killed.

4. With the development of the South Atlantic System, new cash and staple crops were grown on a much larger scale as a direct result of slave labor. Because of the availability of labor and necessary labor for the cultivation of crops, business boomed. Various colonies specialized in different crops. Sugarcane was one of the major cash crops because of the high demand for sweetener in Europe. On the backs of slaves, colonies in the Americas thrived to a certain extent. Plantations sprung up everywhere to attempt to produce as much of a specific crop as they could. The South Atlantic System encouraged this as slaves meant cheap labor that could be take advantage of.

5. Both Africans and Europeans had a role in the expansion of the slave trade. Some Africans sold others into slavery for guns, supplies and other weapons. Europeans were the ones that actually shipped Africans and sold them. Because of the market for slaves, more European ships had to go out and collect them, thus expanding the slave trade.

6. Starting in 1649 and progressing toward 1750, slave labor in the Chesapeake region became more and more popular. However, as time went on, the Chesapeake area grew very race conscious and began to pass laws further limiting the status and rights of blacks. Slavery became permanent and hereditary; Africans were treated as inferiors to whites.

7. Because of the supply of tobacco growing faster than the demand, tobacco prices dropped greatly and yeoman families could barely survive. Also recently freed indentured servants could not afford to buy tools or pay to claim their land. They had to sell their work again as tenant farmers or indentured servants once again. While the lower classes were struggling, the large plantation owners became the richer. The plantation owners leased their properties to many of the ex indentured servant population. Well off planters opened retail stores and charged commission for shipping tobacco.

8. The African slaves in the Chesapeake region had it better off than those in the Sugar Islands. As tobacco prices fell, slaves were viewed as more valuable property and their owners could not afford to beat them or work them to death. Slaves in the Chesapeake region were given the right to marry and have children because that would benefit the owner. Pregnant women were taken care of and the children as well. While slaves in the Chesapeake region had more rights, it was quite opposite on the Sugar Islands. As sugar was a big business, owners did not have to give rights to the slaves and they could always buy more. The slaves on the Sugar Islands did not have the right to marry or raise children. The slaves in South Carolina were also treated worse than the rest. The conditions that the slaves worked in were horrendous and disease ran rampant throughout the slaves.

9. Slaves provided a workforce for plantations. They greatly boosted the economy by bringing in a large influx of money to the colony through their labor. The slaves worked the plantations, and the crops were sold for large sums of money bringing new money into the colony.

10. The Whigs influenced American ideas after the Glorious revolution. The Whig idea of limiting the powers of the crown and governors carried over the Atlantic. In America, the colonies refused to pay their governor a salary and eventually took control of taxation. By 1750 the colonial laws and legislation was directly related to the public pressure.

11. The British endorsed a policy of salutary neglect toward their American colonies because it was a by-product of a political system developed by Robert Walpole. It gave America the opportunity to begin taking steps toward governing themselves. When the English loosened control and let America have a little more free reign, America began to become more independent and take steps to eventually become an independent country.
Chapter 3 Big Picture Questions
Question:   What role did the South Atlantic System play?

Influence by Arab merchants in Africa first introduced slavery to the Europeans. In 17th century, the South Atlantic System played a big part in agricultural production, boosting the northern maritime economy, and planting the seeds for discrimination in the future.

In the agricultural community of the 17th and 18th centuries, slaves were vital to the success of plantations. Plantations had a variety of different crops that would be grown. Usually cash crops such as sugarcane or tobacco were cultivated on a large scale by slaves. The African slaves provided a source of cheap labor for the plantation owners whom would work them as much as possible. The slaves that worked on plantations that produced sugarcane were usually treated much more harshly when compared to those on tobacco plantations. Sugarcane was much harder to cultivate and the demand was world wide.


The South Atlantic System brought slavery into widespread use which in turn boosted the Northern maritime economy. Plantation owners took advantage of the slaves and put them to work for long hours. A large influx of money spread throughout the world resulting from the cultivation of sugarcane. Many of the colonial states exported a great number of goods to the Caribbean. Merchants across the world became much more powerful and controlled the port-cities. The economy was greatly boosted by the introduction of slaves in relation to agriculture production.


Because of the large number of slaves coming into the country and joining societies, racism began to become popular. Blacks were by law inferior to whites and in the majority of areas, had no rights. For example, the Virginia House of Burgesses passed laws slowly cutting down the rights of blacks. Being black in their view was a sign of inferiority, and of being a slave for life. Slavery became hereditary and conditions for the slaves continued to get worse.


The South Atlantic System had a lot of effects. Some were good, some were not. Because of the South Atlantic Trading System, Africans made up a large percentage of the colonies.
Question:   In what ways did politics in the British Empire change in the decades following the Glorious Revolution?

Following the Glorious Revolution politics changed in England. The politics before the revolution and after the revolution differed immensely with the change in rulers in the late 17th century and even affected the Americas.

Prior to the Glorious Revolution of 1688 – 1689, England was ruled by an absolutist ruler named James II. James II tried to assert his control over trade in the colonies in America that England had settled. He was very inflexible and unyielding, and believed that he held divine right to rule as an absolutist. James merged Connecticut and Rhode Island with the Massachusetts Bay Colony, to make the Dominion of New England. He ruled by decree and refused to have an elective assembly and abolished all the existing legislative assemblies, offending all of the colonists. Angered by the king’s actions, the Whig Party led a bloodless coup d’etat and brought Mary and William of Orange to rule. The period of 1688-1689 is called the Glorious Revolution.


Following the Glorious Revolution William of Orange and Mary ruled as constitutional monarchs. William and Mary let the Dominion of New England fall to gain supports against the Catholic French. During the Glorious Revolution, England’s monarchs allowed the Americas to restore their own form of self government. Parliament created the Board of Trade in 1696 to oversee the American colonies, but its success was limited. What truly occurred was a period of lax administration. 


The effects of the change of rulers and sparked the Glorious Revolution affected the Americas as well. With the initiation of the Glorious Revolution in England, James II’s appointed governors were ousted from their posts. Governors such as Andros in New York were either killed or shipped back to England. 


The Glorious Revolution held a major change for England and its colonies when James II was ousted from his position and replaced with a constitutional monarchy.

